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These poems focus on leave-taking and return, recording the experiences of rural and urban

isolation, dislocation and violence, and the histories of war and reconciliation in our century. They

bear witness to the way people endure and continue to love in a time of upheaval."Beautiful...Bowen

captures the spirituality of Vietnam." --Oliver Stone"Vietnam. The word has come to define the

arrogance of American military power, the mindless violence, the sheer waste and idiocy of the Cold

War. PLAYING BASKETBALL is, more than a book, an act of healing and generosity. The war

doesn't go on, but the Vietnamese people have survived, and they survive in Kevin Bowen's

poetry..." --Harvard ReviewChosen "Pick of the Year" by The Progressive
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